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Groundwater 
in Texas 

aquifers is 
privately 
owned & 

regulated by 
100 

Groundwater 
Conservation 

Districts 
(GCDs)





Appointed by County
Commissioiners



PURPOSE 
Chapter 36.0015

• Provide for the conservation, preservation, 
protection, recharging, and prevention of 
waste of groundwater (Also must provide for most efficient 
use of the groundwater resources)

• Groundwater Conservation Districts are the 
state's preferred method of groundwater 
management through rules developed, 
adopted, and promulgated by a district



Major Aquifers of Texas

POSGCD 
Carrizo-Wilcox
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DISCLAIMER
This map was generated by the

Texas Water Development Board. No claims
are made to the accuracy or completeness of the

information shown herein nor to its suitability for a particular use. 
The scale and location of all mapped data are approximate.

Boundaries for groundwater conservation districts are
approximate and may not accurately depict legal descriptions.
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Minor Aquifers of Texas

POSGCD
Queen City
Sparta
Yegua-Jackson
Brazos Alluvium



Groundwater Management Area 12

7

8

62

4

1

11

14

13

16

3

15

12

9
10

5

Hill

Bell

Harris

Leon

Travis

Milam

Lee

Falls

Coryell Houston

Navarro

Burnet

Hays

Bosque

Fayette

Trinity

Bastrop

Walker

Anderson

Grimes

Cherokee

Erath

Austin

Williamson

McLennan Limestone

Freestone
Hamilton

Montgomery

Polk

Ellis

Brazos

Robertson

Colorado

Waller

Burleson

Comal
Caldwell

Henderson

Madison

Fort Bend

Washington

San Jacinto

Rusk

Lampasas

Liberty

Smith

Guadalupe

Blanco

Gonzales

Johnson

Lavaca

Somervell

BrazoriaWharton

Hood

Comanche

Angelina

Nacogdoches

Galveston

Mills

Bexar

Llano

Chambers

Ü

MAP LEGEND

1 in = 14 miles

DISCLAIMER
This map was generated by the

Texas Water Development Board. No claims
are made to the accuracy or completeness of the

information shown herein nor to its suitability for a particular use. 
The scale and location of all mapped data are approximate.

Boundaries for groundwater conservation districts are
approximate and may not accurately depict legal descriptions.

0 10 20 30 405
Miles

Updated 8/26/2015

Groundwater Management Area 12

Counties

Minor Aquifers

Brazos River Alluvium 

Yegua Jackson

Sparta (outcrop)

Sparta (subcrop)

Queen City (outcrop)

Queen City (subcrop)



The Good News
You own the water 
under your property



Texas -Common Law/
Rule of Capture State

• Common Law- Historically developed

• Rule of Capture- Old English Rule

• Under Rule of Capture Landowners have the right 
to pump unlimited groundwater from the land 
they own, as long as not malicious or wasteful, 
without liability to neighbors



POSGCD Background
and Reasons for creation (2001)

I. Resources + Location + Growth =
>35,000 acres water rights leased by 2000 

II. Local Concerns
a. Existing Area Users (100% Burl. Co., 90% Milam Co.- use groundwater)

Municipal, Industrial, Agricultural 
b. Future Growth

c. Reasonableness of Management Strategies
d. Insufficient Science
e. Unknown area future projects (in and out of District)
f. Property Rights





Management Strategies of 
POSGCD



Groundwater Management

• Protection of water levels
– Overall Desired Future Conditions
– Shallow zones restrictions
– District Monitor well network

• Respect for Property Rights
– To produce
– When not producing**



POSGCD Toolbox for Conservation
• Spacing requirements
• Contiguous acreage requirements
• Maximum Production limits
• Ability To Adjust Permit terms
• Monitoring water levels
• Desired Future Conditions  
• Protective drawdown limits

-NEW tool-
• Aquifer conservancy program (ACP)

Post Oak Savannah GCD Toolbox are 
the strategies and practices used by 
the District to manage groundwater.







POSGCD Programs



District Education 
Program

• Public presentations (Master 
Gardeners, groups, service clubs, Co. 
Extension events, Big Spring Clean, etc.)

• Milam and Burleson Counties 
Groundwater Summit

• Commissioners Court Annual 
Updates

• Website- www.posgcd.org
• Newspapers 
• Newsletters

– Quarterly Paper
– Monthly Email

• Schools- Public and private
– Water Wise- 4th and 5th

grades
– In person presentations- 6th & 

7th grade science 
– Additional resources- Water 

IQ for all levels
– Extension Service



District 
Groundwater 
Conservation 

Grants
>>Local Water Utilities in District
Must be used for conservation of 
groundwater or recharge of 
aquifer(s)
History (since 2006)

– Awarded 85 grants
– 23 different Local Water 

Utilities (All in District)
– Approximately $12.3 Million
– 2018 Four Recipients totaling 

$1,254,150
– 2019 Budgeted amount of $1 

Million



District 
Groundwater 
Conservation 

Grants 
(continued)

>> Fire Departments in the 
District ($25,000 per year)
Available for water 
conservation materials and 
equipment
-Absorbent materials 
-Foam
-Foam dispersing nozzles
-ProPaks



District 
Groundwater 
Conservation 

Grants 
(continued)

Rainwater Harvesting Grants
• $1.00 per gallon capacity 

rebate
• amount includes: tank, gutter, tank foundation, overflow, and 

miscellaneous materials which make up the system. For example, 
you purchase a 550 gallon tank; install gutter, overflow and 
miscellaneous fittings. You would receive a $550 rebate that 
covers the complete system including the tank, gutter, 
miscellaneous fittings etc. 

• 1) Applicant must be a resident or 
landowner in the District. 

• 2) The system must be installed within 
the District. 

• 3) Applicants must complete an 
approved Rainwater Harvesting 101 
Workshop to qualify for the 
reimbursement. 



District Groundwater Conservation 
Grants 

(continued)

Groundwater Well Assistance Program (GWAP)
Purposes-
-Increase # of monitoring wells 
-Predict and correct issues with water supply

>>Well Plugging ($25,000 per year)
District reimburses 100% of expense up to $2500
To Protect the Water Quality in the Aquifers



Groundwater 
Summit
Aug ??

FREE Well 
Water 
Testing



POSGCD
Aquifer 

Conservancy
Program

(ACP)



Would you like to conserve 
your water for future 

generations?



Would be willing to place
all or part of your water rights

into a conservancy 
stewardship?



Your Land must be over the 
Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer

And in the District

If in Milam County look at map 
or www.posgcd.org/public-

interface/

http://www.posgcd.org/public-interface/


Many Benefits of
Aquifer Conservancy

Program



No one takes possession of
Your water rights!

You simply agree not to lease 
or permit that water during 
the term of commitment.



You will receive payment for 
not leasing or pumping your 

water.
Of course, you can still have 
an Exempt Well for Domestic 

and Livestock use.
Personal Well is: Exempt from Permit (must be registered), 

Exempt from Fees
Exempt from Reporting 



You Choose Flexible 
Commitment Options 

Enrollment Incentive - $10/acre for 2019

A. Five years- $5 per acre per year    
B. Ten years- $8 per acre per year
C. Twenty years- $10 per acre per year
D. there is an option with no payment



You can reserve part of
your water rights:
•for row crops, 
• pecan grove, 
• irrigate a hay patch, 
• etc.



Example:
If you own 100 acres

You want to plant a 
10 acre Pecan Grove

You can  commit 90 acres



You will be able to end the 
agreement:

•at the end of the term, 
•if you sell your property, 
•transfer it to your heirs, 
•at the time of death of the landowner.



The Purpose of ACP
• Empower landowners through 

stewardship
• Establish a legacy of conservation
• Compliment current sustainable 

practices of the District
• Conserve groundwater 
• Add a long-term tool to the current 

Toolbox of management strategies



Would You Like To 
Help?

Become an ACP 
Ambassador!

Next Meeting - Thurs Night 
Elizabeth Lutheran

6:30pm



Post Oak Savannah
Groundwater Conservation District

Aquifer Conservancy Program
For more info see our website

www.POSGCD.org
or call our office 
512-455-9900

http://www.posgcd.org/

